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 THE TENTH RED HEIFER AND YOUR NEED FOR MOSHIACH 

 BEGIN WITH A GRIN 

 A person called a newspaper to put in an ad about the passing of his mother. 

 “What do you want it to say in the ad?” asked the secretary. 

 “Write two words: Mother Died. That’s all.” 

 The secretary said, “Excuse me, but you have to write at least five words. Add another three. For free.” 

 “Fine. Write: Mother Died. Subaru for Sale.” 

 NEED FOR SPEED 

 This week’s parsha, Chukas, describes the first red heifer which was made as per the command of Moshe. Impurity 
 from the dead and the purifica�on process are among the things that were “renewed” by the sin of the Golden Calf. 
 Chazal (Vayikra Rabba 18) tell us of an interes�ng dialogue that occurred between G-d and the Angel of Death at the 
 �me of Ma�an Torah. When the Jewish people said “  naaseh v’nishma  ,” G-d said to the Angel of Death,  “Although I 
 appointed you over all creatures, you have nothing to do with the Jewish people!” 

 The Jewish people were free men, freed from the Angel of Death and death altogether. All was fine and well un�l the 
 sin of the Golden Calf. 

 As a result of the sin, “filth returned” along with … death! The mitzva of the red heifer then, was a rec�fica�on for 
 the impurity caused by sins in general and the Golden Calf in par�cular. 

 In the Laws of the Red Heifer (3:4), Rambam quotes the famous mishna in Parah (3:5) which describes the chain of 
 offerings of the red heifer over the genera�ons star�ng with Moshe, “Nine red heifers were made from when this 
 mitzva was commanded un�l the destruc�on of the second Bayis. The first was made by Moshe, the second by Ezra. 
 There were seven from Ezra un�l the destruc�on of the Bayis and the tenth will be made by Moshiach, may he be 
 speedily revealed, amen kein yehi ratzon.” 

 The commentaries on Rambam struggled migh�ly to find a source for this. How does Rambam know that the 
 Moshiach will make the tenth? The mishna he cites doesn’t say a word about a tenth cow or Moshiach. The mishna 
 talks about cows that were made previously, not what will happen in the future. 

 Even if we find a source for this Rambam, what is meant by the addi�on, “may he be speedily revealed, amen kein 
 yehi ratzon”? Since when is the Rambam a darshan who ends every speech (in this case, the chapter) with a nice 
 soundbite as a crowd-pleaser? The Rambam is a sefer halachos; a sefer meant to explain “in clear, brief language the 
 en�re Oral Torah,” as he says in the introduc�on. Every statement, sentence or quote is meant to convey laws and 
 prac�ces, not prayers, requests and wishes. If the Rambam wants to compose prayers for us for the coming of 
 Moshiach, by all means, but why here and now in the middle of the laws of the red heifer? 

 Furthermore, if the Rambam wanted to give us a lesson in the laws of tefilla and pasken a halacha that there is an 
 obliga�on to pray for the coming of Moshiach, there is another (be�er) way of doing so. He could have put it in the 
 middle of the laws of tefilla or in the laws of Melech HaMoshiach (at the end of the Laws of Kings). A�er all, the 
 obliga�on of tefilla for Moshiach is more suited to the laws about tefilla or the laws of Moshiach. What connec�on 



 does it have to the red heifer? 

 NEED IT FOR KEEPS 

 In an amazing sicha, the Rebbe explains that the answers to these ques�ons can be found in the order in which it is 
 presented. The Rambam was extraordinarily organized (which we see clearly in his wri�ngs) and the order in which 
 he wrote his Mishna Torah teaches us a lot about the true inten�on of his words. 

 The nine red heifers that were made from Moshe and on are referred to by the Rambam as a con�nua�on of the 
 discussion of the law of “mishmeres” (preserva�on, keepsake). Rambam paskens that they would preserve some of 
 the ashes of every red heifer and would put these ashes in the  cheil  (the area of 10  amos  between the  Temple 
 courtyard walls and a low fence) and did not use it. The purpose was to preserve them, a constant obliga�on for the 
 Jewish people to have ashes of the red heifer. That is, aside from using the ashes for purifica�on purposes, there was 
 another obliga�on for all Jews, at all �mes, to have ashes of the red heifer as a keepsake. 

 Therefore, it is understandable why Rambam men�ons that nine heifers were made from the �me of Moshe, in 
 order to bring proof and support for what he says that throughout the genera�ons there is an obliga�on to preserve 
 ashes of the red heifer! 

 This novel explana�on also explains why Rambam goes on to describe what will happen in the future and what 
 Moshiach will do. Rambam’s sefer is truly a sefer of halachos and not of stories, but even the mitzvos that Moshiach 
 will do are halacha which is why Rambam men�ons them. Men�oning the red heifer that Moshiach will make is part 
 of the halacha according to which there must always be ashes preserved. If there is a constant obliga�on for 
 preserved ashes, then Moshiach will have to make a red heifer in order to fulfill the mitzva and this, precisely, is the 
 source for Rambam’s saying Moshiach will make the tenth. 

 According to this, we also understand why Rambam adds “may he be speedily revealed,” because if there is a 
 constant obliga�on for ashes of the red heifer to be preserved, with every addi�onal moment that Moshiach is not 
 here the obliga�on is not fulfilled. The Jewish people are neglec�ng (not through their choice, desire or control) to 
 fulfill a constant mitzva. 

 From all this it turns out that the mitzva of the red heifer demands and cries out for “may he be speedily revealed.” 
 We need Moshiach as fast as possible, because every moment that Moshiach is s�ll not here, we s�ll don’t have the 
 ashes of the cow and have s�ll not fulfilled the mitzva of a “keepsake.” We are s�ll lacking in the fulfillment of a 
 mitzva incumbent upon the en�re Jewish people. 

 IF YOU NEED IT, ASK FOR IT 

 So we’ve explained the “tenth will be made by Moshiach,” the wish that he speedily be revealed, but what about 
 “amen kein yehi ratzon”? Why is this prayer added? 

 This is also a halacha and what a halacha it is … 

 Rambam paskens in the Laws of Kings (11:2) that there is an obliga�on not only to believe in Moshiach but to hope 
 for and an�cipate his coming. How do we know whether we are an�cipa�ng Moshiach the way we should? What is 
 the touchstone by which we know that we are sincere in what we say every day in davening, “for Your salva�on we 
 hope all day”? 

 When you truly are looking forward to something, you feel that you cannot go on living without it. Therefore, you 
 hope that it comes as fast as possible and you feel its absence at every moment and do all you can to get it! The true 
 test as to whether the an�cipa�on is with all your heart is when somebody in the vicinity men�ons something 
 connected somehow to Moshiach and Geula and that speaks directly to us, immediately ignites us, instantly floods 



 us with emo�ons, emo�ons that quickly turn into a deep and pressing need, a need (that according to halacha) we 
 must pray for and ask for. 

 The mitzva of prayer is to ask G-d for all our needs. If you lack something – ask! So if any men�on crops up, in even 
 the most roundabout way, in connec�on to Moshiach and Geula, Rambam paskens that we need to wake up, feel the 
 inner and emo�onal need and plead to G-d - “may he be speedily revealed, amen kein yehi ratzon”! 

 TO CONCLUDE WITH A STORY 

 We will end with a story about the an�cipa�on of the Geula of gedolei Yisrael. They say about the previous Lelover 
 Rebbe that he once met one of the great Admorim in Eretz Yisrael at the end of 5735 (1975). The la�er was very 
 excited and quoted the Admor of Komarna that 5736 is the year of the keitz! 

 The Lelover Rebbe said, “I believe – 5735.” In other words, why are you pushing off the Geula to the following year? 

 On another occasion, the Biala Rebbe asked him how he fared on the fast of the Tisha B’Av. He said, “I had a very 
 easy fast because I didn’t think, from the beginning of the fast, that I would end up fas�ng the en�re 24 hours. Every 
 moment I thought, behold, he [Moshiach] is behind our wall, Moshiach is coming and the fast will become a day of 
 rejoicing, and therefore, the fast wasn’t burdensome.” 

 Good Shabbos! 


