
 B”H 

 THE TRUE POWER OF MOSHIACH LIES IN HIS HUMILITY 

 BEGIN WITH A GRIN 

 A bachur goes into a famous Litvishe yeshiva and sees two chashuve yungerleit arguing. 

 “I’m nothing,” says one of them. 

 “You’re nothing?! I’m way more nothing,” says the other. 

 The bachur says, “That you are both worth nothing is definitely true.” 

 HIGH HUMILITY 

 This week’s parsha, Behaaloscha, ends with the sad story about Miriam being stricken with tzoraas as a result of 
 what she said about her younger brother, Moshe. In the middle of this painful story, the Torah describes Moshe in a 
 pithy line which sums up the essence of Moshe (12:3), “And the man Moshe was very humble, more so than any man 
 on the face of the earth.” Moshe is crowned with the �tle of the most humble man in history. 

 Our Sages said, “the first redeemer is the final redeemer,” so we find that Moshiach is also described as being very 
 humble. In the HaYom Yom for 1 Menachem Av, the Rebbe writes, “The unique quality of Moshiach is that he will be 
 humble. Though he will be the ul�mate in greatness, for he will teach Torah  t  o the Avos and to  Moshe  Rabbeinu a’h, 
 s�ll he will be the ul�mate in humility and self-nullifica�on, for he will also teach simple folk.” 

 What is so important about humility that it is this trait which epitomizes the greatness of our leaders? Although it is a 
 very important a�ribute, s�ll, there are many quali�es that a leader needs to have such as courage, firmness, 
 straight-thinking, pa�ence, compassion, and more. Why is humility the trait that expresses the quality of Moshiach 
 more than any other trait? And what can we learn from this in our daily lives? 

 In other to answers these ques�ons, we need to first drill down to the source of arrogance, the polar opposi�on to 
 humility. Where does it begin and what does it represent? According to Chassidus, the source of arrogance is the sin 
 of the Tree of Knowledge. Ea�ng from this tree turned man from a crea�on that sensed (only) the G-dly power in 
 crea�on, into a crea�on that experienced and sensed itself. This self-awareness caused man to desire more and 
 more, to feel himself more and more as someone uniquely great and special. Craving led the way to arrogance, to an 
 egocentric feeling that everything, every crea�on and all of existence exists just for me! 

 We were born into a world that is full of self-awareness and self-interest. Obviously, humility is a rarity and its 
 absence messes up our integrity, our correct view of the world and society. We corrupt that which is right based on 
 what feels good to us. We can understand the perspec�ve of Chassidus which considers ego or pride as the root and 
 source of evil. Self-absorp�on is what spoils the world and the society in which we live. We also understand how 
 arrogance represents the source of exile and the unfortunate reality in which we live. For, a�er all, if the Geula is to 
 rec�fy the sin of the Tree of Knowledge which led to the crea�on of the monster of narcissism, then humility is the 
 root of the true and complete Geula! 

 The goal of Chassidus is to eradicate the evil within us and this is through ins�lling the concept of bi�ul. The ques�on 
 is, what’s wrong with humility that Chassidus had to add or replace it with bi�ul? 

 BITTUL VERSUS HUMILITY 

 The answer is, humility is a person’s trait while bi�ul places the spotlight not on man but on G-d. Bi�ul is not merely 
 being small; bi�ul is about being close to G-d, to feel it, to sense His greatness, His infinity. When a person is close to 
 G-d, then he feels “nothingness” because what is he and his service worth compared to the greatness of the Infinite 



 One? The closer a person is, and the more he merits a deeper inner revela�on of the light of G-d, the more truly he 
 feels that he is nothing. 

 This is precisely the reason that Moshe was very humble (batul), more so than any person on the face of the earth. 
 Moshe, the master of all prophets, lived and sensed the G-dly light at every moment. He saw how the heavenly 
 serafim, ofanim  and  chayos ha’kodesh  stood in awe  and fear before the heavenly throne. Therefore, he felt as 
 nothing, completely null. There are tzaddikim who a�ain humility as a result of an awareness of their lowliness but 
 with Moshe it was different. He felt the all-encompassing G-dly truth and therefore, he couldn’t sense his own ego! 

 This is precisely the humility of Moshiach and why it expresses his special quality. This is not humility which is 
 associated with how man’s views himself and how much he is worth. This is humility which says that man exists 
 solely to fulfill G-d’s will. This is why Moshiach’s humility is expressed in learning Torah with simple people because it 
 this ac�vity, more than any other, that exemplifies the feeling that my existence is not for myself; my existence is for 
 another Jew. Moshiach will be u�erly devoted to the Jewish people as a result of his absolute bi�ul to Hashem. 

 Adam is the one who ini�ated exile because he brought about the feeling of self-worth which turned into the 
 monster of arrogance. Moshe began the process which leads to Geula by ins�lling the awareness that I exist (not for 
 myself but) for the Creator. Moshiach completes the process which leads to the Geula in that he submits to the 
 Supernal Will and feels he must draw simple Jews toward Torah and mitzvos. 

 Some might think that Moshiach will be a shma�eh, a person without backbone, taken advantage by all. The truth is 
 the opposite! When we aren’t a�ached to our personal desires, when we aren’t wrapped up in our egocentric selves, 
 we connect to true power. We receive the greatest strength and courage there is because we are connected to our 
 true reality, G-d’s will; and He is the only true existence. 

 The message for us is clear. We need a li�le (or a lot of) bi�ul to something or someone else since this is the divine 
 intent and the divine will, and not to aggrandize my existence, but for G-d (and the Rebbe Melech HaMoshiach) to be 
 pleased! 

 TO CONCLUDE WITH A STORY 

 We will end with a story which highlights how true strength comes as a result of true bi�ul. 

 They tell of a Chassid of the Rebbe Rashab by the name of R’ Leib Sheinin who, as a bachur in Tomchei Tmimim, was 
 known to have true bi�ul. He forwent all his desires for what G-d desires and served G-d wholeheartedly. 

 When he married, the Rebbe Rayatz sent him to be a rav in Dokshitz but not everyone in the town wanted him in 
 that posi�on. There were a few Misnagdim who decided that he certainly wouldn’t be their rav. They put up another 
 candidate as rav. 

 The Misnagdim decided to treat R’ Leib as a regular person, not a rav. They did not stand up for him and they made 
 sure that any occasion when the authority of the rav would naturally come to the fore would not be acknowledged. 
 As part of their war, they told the gabbai who called people up to the Torah not to use any �tle for him, not ‘ha’rav,’ 
 not ‘ha’rav ha’gaon,’ and certainly not ‘mara d’asra.’ 

 R’ Leib, who had always shunned honor, was certainly not offended and yet, when he was called up to the Torah and 
 he wasn’t called ‘ha’rav,’ he did not go up. People who knew him were surprised. He was known to be genuinely 
 humble. Was the �tle important to him so that he wouldn’t accept the aliya without it? 

 R’ Leib explained that if the Rebbe told him he’s a rav, then he was a rav, and he was unwilling to accept the aliya 
 without the �tle. 

 Good Shabbos! 


