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 SOULS SWITCHING ROLES IN THE TIMES OF MOSHIACH 

 BEGIN WITH A GRIN 

 An old-�mer at the company was being forced out of his job by the new management and was told that he had to 
 train his much younger replacement in order to collect his severance package and keep his re�rement plan. When he 
 saw just how incompetent the young man was, he couldn't restrain himself and asked, “What kind of strings did you 
 have to pull behind the scenes to get this job?” 

 The young man answered indignantly, “Excuse me, I got this job the old-fashioned way. Nepo�sm.” 

 SOUL ROLES REVERSED 

 This week's parsha, Emor, has two main subjects, mitzvos regarding the kehuna and leviya and the sec�on on the 
 holidays which covers all (Biblical) Jewish holidays. One of the most interes�ng subjects in connec�on with the era of 
 Moshiach is the change or switch in posi�ons in the Jewish na�on. We are used to the situa�on today in which there 
 are three categories within the Jewish people - the highest being the kohanim, about whom it says at the beginning 
 of our parsha (21:8), “And sanc�fy him because he offers the bread of your G-d”; the intermediate level - the leviyim, 
 and the rest of the Jewish people. 

 The kohanim have privileges that the rest of the na�on does not have. For example, the Gemara (Gi�n 59b) says 
 that from the word “and sanc�fy him,” we learn that a kohen is given priority for every ma�er of sanc�ty: To open 
 the discussion in the study hall first, to lead the recital of the blessing of Birkas HaMazon first, and to take a fine 
 por�on at a meal first, meaning that he can choose any por�on at a meal for himself.” The kohanim also receive 
 certain gi�s from the produce, the shearing of sheep, and even from the ordinary slaughtering of animals. What will 
 happen to this elevated status of the kohanim in the Geula? Will things change, and if so how? 

 A discerning look at the ha�orah reveals part of the secret. At the beginning of the ha�orah, the Prophet Yechezkel 
 (44:15 and on) prophesies about the service on the kohanim in the future. He notes that “But the kohanim, the 
 leviyim, the sons of Tzadok, who kept the charge of My sanctuary when the Children of Israel went astray from Me, 
 they shall come near Me to minister to Me ...” This prophecy occurred at the end of a special sightseeing tour for 
 Yechezkel by one of the ministering angels in the third Beis HaMikdash, the Mikdash of the future. 

 A�er showing him the plans and structure of the Mikdash with all its details, he also told the prophet that the 
 descendants of Tzadok the kohen, who was the kohen gadol in the �me of the first Mikdash, were the ones who 
 preserved the sanc�ty of the holy even during exile when the Jewish people abandoned G-d. They are the ones who 
 will merit to serve in the third Beis Ha'Mikdash. But the phrase “the kohanim, the leviyim” sounds odd, doesn't it? 
 A�er all, if they're kohanim they're not leviyim and if they're leviyim they're not kohanim. The simple explana�on, as 
 Rashi says, is that they are kohanim from the tribe of Levi. Chassidus, in light of the kabbala of the Arizal, has a 
 deeper and surprising explana�on. 

 The Arizal (Shaar HaPesukim on Yechezkel) reminds us that at the beginning of Jewish history, the highest standing 
 among the Jewish people was given to the firstborn. They were the ones who were supposed to serve in the Mishkan 
 and Mikdash. They were the ones who were supposed to offer korbanos and meal offerings and they actually did so 
 (albeit only one �me in history), at Har Sinai, as the Torah says, (Shemos 24:5), “And he sent the youths of the 
 children of Israel and they offered up burnt offerings and they slaughtered peace offerings ...” But then they sinned 
 with the Golden Calf and as a consequence, the kehuna was taken from the firstborn and given to the children of 
 Aharon. 

 In the future too, says the Arizal, roles will be changed and the leviyim of today will become kohanim, and the 



 kohanim of today will become leviyim! 

 Based on this, the Arizal explains the verse, “ But the kohanim, the leviyim, the sons of Tzadok”: The kohanim, who 
 serve in the Beis HaMikdash, will be the leviyim – those who today are called leviyim, Bnei Tzadok – repeated for 
 emphasis that the leviyim will serve in the Mikdash like the sons of Tzadok do now. Why will this happen? How will 
 this happen? And why is it the prophet Yechezkel who tells this to us? 

 THE HISTORY OF SOULS 

 The Arizal does not leave us in suspense and he explains at length how the en�re history of mankind hinges upon an 
 existen�al ba�le for standing in this world. First of all, he explains, that the root of the soul of Yechezkel is from Kayin 
 (the son of Adam and the brother of Hevel). Therefore, Yechezkel prophesies �me a�er �me with the phrase, “V'ata 
 ben Adam” because he actually was the son of Adam, the first man! 

 Kayin is the oldest son of Adam and the firstborn in Judaism has special privileges, which is why he was des�ned to 
 receive the kehuna. But since he sinned, the rights of the firstborn transferred to Hevel, and Aharon, from the 
 soul-root of Hevel, merited the kehuna. 

 Each person has his own soul, each soul has its own spiritual source in the higher worlds. 

 Although Kayin and Hevel were brothers, even twins, they were not at all alike … The soul of Kayin came from gevura 
 while Hevel was from chessed. The same for the families of kehuna and leviya – kohanim come from chessed and 
 leviyim from gevura. The system of co-existence between chessed and gevura is something about which Chassidus 
 has a lot to say, but in general in Chassidus it explains that in the source of middos, the midda of gevura is higher. 

 This is alluded to in the word “gevura” from the root  �gbores  (reinforcement) and  hisgabrus  (overpowering). 
 Because of its lo�y level, the midda of gevura cannot be revealed to everybody but only to one who is truly 
 deserving. A simple example would be a person who gives a quarter to tzedaka doesn't make calcula�ons or 
 “examine the tzitzis” of the recipient since a�er all, it was only a quarter. But when he gives out $100 bills, he thinks 
 twice (or more) about whether the person in front of him is really needy or is a charlatan. 

 That's all fine and well and that's how things were at first. But then, when the supernal middos devolved and 
 descended down below, the kelipos and forces of impurity intervened and took the midda of gevura to themselves. 
 Now it is restric�ve and not boun�ful due to selfishness and ego�sm (I deserve it; he doesn't) which is why now, 
 star�ng from the sin of Kayin and Hevel we prefer the midda of chessed and we try to elevate its standing rela�ve to 
 the a�ribute of gevura. 

 Un�l the era of the Geula. Then, in Yemos HaMoshiach, when gevura will be disengaged from the kelipos that 
 grabbed it, it will awaken and return to its righ�ul, holy place and go way up high, beyond the midda of chessed. 

 Based on this incredible explana�on about the roots of the souls of Yechezkel, Kayin, Hevel, the kohanim and leviyim, 
 we can understand why, in the future, the roles will be exchanged and why Yechezkel is the one talking about it. 

 Today, the midda of chessed has superior status which is why kohanim, whose source is chessed, are considered the 
 highest sta�on as compared to leviyim whose source is gevura. However, in the future, when the higher quality of 
 the midda of gevura will be revealed, then the leviyim will receive what they truly deserve, the highest standing, and 
 they will be the ones who will serve in the third Mikdash. It is Yechezkel, the reincarna�on of Kayin the firstborn, who 
 will reveal all this to us because he, like the tribe of Levi, represents gevura. 

 SOULS SWITCHED AT BIRTH 

 This is all fine un�l the Alter Rebbe added a word and a half in Tanya. In Tanya (chapter 50), the Alter Rebbe refers to 



 this Arizal with the following words, “the leviyim of today will be the kohanim of the future.” The Rebbe, in an 
 ingenious footnote, infers from the wording of the Alter Rebbe that the souls of leviyim that were here in this world 
 before the Geula will be reborn in the future as part of the families of kohanim, while the souls of kohanim will be 
 born in the bodies of leviyim. 
 Why? Because according to halacha, “the Torah will not be changed,” so it is not possible for a kohen (who, according 
 to the le�er of the law, cannot serve as a levi) will become a levi overnight. Conversely, a levi cannot turn into a 
 kohen. Therefore, we must explain the Arizal to mean that only the souls of kohanim of today will be born in the 
 future in the bodies of leviyim and the souls of leviyim will be born into the bodies of kohanim – not an exchange of 
 posi�ons but an exchange of souls! 

 And what about the poor firstborn? Do they ever revert to the posi�on they had at the dawn of humanity and at 
 Mount Sinai? Does Kayin, the firstborn son, ever return to his coveted status? 

 The holy Ohr HaChaim (Bereishis 49:28) quotes the Sifri, “In the future, the service will revert to the firstborn … and 
 even though the service was given to the leviyim, they are equal and both will come to do the service of the 
 Mikdash.” 

 In the Geula, the firstborn will join the kohanim (who have souls of leviyim) and they will serve G-d together. The 
 main thing is that it be now! 

 TO CONCLUDE WITH A STORY 

 We will end with a story about souls and reincarna�ons which the Rebbe told at a farbrengen on Shabbos parshas 
 Mishpa�m 5719. The Maggid of Mezeritch once asked his master, the Baal Shem Tov, to explain the holy Zohar to 
 him on the verse (Shemos 21:1), “And these are the Mishpa�m” - this is the secret of reincarna�on. 

 A�er some �me, the Baal Shem Tov told him to travel to a forest where he would see a tree with a brook 
 underneath. He was supposed to stay in the forest un�l six o'clock and then return home. 

 The Maggid went to that place and observed what happened there. A man came riding on a horse and since he was 
 �red, he got off the horse, ate and drank, and then went on his way, leaving behind a wallet of money. Then came 
 another man who needed to rest, found the wallet, took it and le�. A third person came who was also �red. He was 
 poor and he ate the bread he had with him, drank water from the brook, and lay down to sleep. The first man 
 returned, woke up the poor man and demanded his wallet. The poor man had no idea what he wanted since he had 
 no informa�on about a wallet. In the end, the poor man was beaten. 

 The Maggid saw it all and at six o'clock he returned home and told his master what he had seen. The Baal Shem Tov 
 said, “The three men that you saw were in this world in a previous incarna�on. The first man whom you saw owed 
 the second man money and did not pay his debt. That was the amount in the wallet that he le� under the tree. In 
 their previous lives they went to a dayan who excused the defendant without properly looking into the ma�er. The 
 dayan came back as the third man. Now you understand how the first man paid his debt while the dayan, the third 
 man, received the punishment he deserved, and you understand what the Zohar means when it says that “These are 
 the laws” refers to the secret of reincarna�on. 

 Good Shabbos! 


