
By Prof. Yirmiyahu Branover

After the fall of the USSR and the official end 
of the Cold War between the United States and 
the Soviet Union, massive amounts of stockpiled 
weapons remained in Russia: Missiles, tanks, 
trucks, bullets, cannons. The country faced 
the daunting challenge of converting all these 
weapons of mass destruction to peaceful uses.

Thousands of miles away in California, two 
friends, Cary Schuman and John Lisanti, were 
playing a friendly game of golf. They hit the golf 
ball with their clubs and watched it arc gracefully 
in the air. “I mentioned how Cary hits the ball like 
a rocket,” Lisanti says. “And then we thought, 
Wouldn’t it be great if we could melt down 
discarded Russian nuclear missiles and make 
some fabulous golf clubs out of them?”

Schuman and Lisanti tested their hypothesis, 
and found that they indeed could build a golf club 
using the same steel of which rockets are made. 
In the late '90s, it was relatively easy and cheap to 
obtain leftover weapon material from the Soviet 
Union. The two named their new golf club the 
'Peace Missile' Driver". It is made from a Soviet 
SS-23 ballistic missile, which was dismantled in 
co-operation with the peace agreement between 
the United States and the Soviet Union. These 
nuclear missiles, made from space age materials, 
have been blended with stainless steel to make the 
most unique and incredible golf club ever. Tests 
have shown that the Peace Missile Driver can 
drive a golf club up to 15 meters further than a 
conventional stick.

Cary Schuman and John Lisanti have built a 

company in San Rafael, California to produce the 
'Peace Missile' golf club. The clubs are available 
in specialty sports shops for $199 for the Peace 
Missile 2000 Driver and $79 for the Peace 
Missile Putter. Each steel head is engraved with 
a testimony that it was manufactured from Soviet 
nuclear missiles, and the purchaser is given a 
certificate of authenticity, certifying that the 
metal of his club is a steel alloy made of ballistic 
missiles.

The above illustrates the prophecy of Isaiah, 
which predicts that nations will "beat their swords 
into plowshares and their spears into pruning 
hooks. A nation will not lift up a sword against 
another nation and will no longer practice war." 
(Isaiah 2:4)

Twenty years ago, it would have been 
inconceivable to think that one day the Russian 
missile stockpile would be used to produce golf 
clubs, of all things. Yet this is the reality of today. 
Heads of state are coming to an understanding that 
our own interests are best served by looking out 
for the mutual welfare of the family of nations. 
This is a clear sign that the age of redemption is 
upon us! �

Prof. Yirmiyahu Branover is chairman of the Center of 
Magnetohydrodynamic Studies and Training at Ben-Gurion University.
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AnswerAnswer
The eminent Rabbi Yisrael 

Salanter of blessed memory once 
explained this teaching as follows: 

A dog by nature runs ahead of 
its master, always turning around to 
see where he is heading; whatever 
that direction may be, the dog 
arrives there first.

Now in common Hebrew and 
Yiddish parlance, the phrase pnei
hador (here translated as “the face 
of the generation”) often signifies 
those who are [supposed to be] 
the leaders of the generation. In 
our days, however, on the eve of 
the Redemption, these ostensible 
leaders merely look around to see 
where their congregants would like 
to head, and they run there first…

This quotation may also be 
understood as alluding to a dog’s 
perpetual appetite. 

 On the eve of the coming of 
Moshiach, the entire generation 

will be hungry for the word of
G-d, as is written: “Behold, days 
are coming,’ says the L-rd G-d, 
‘when I will send a famine in the 
land. Not a famine for bread, nor a 
thirst for water, but for hearing the 
word of G-d.’” Every man in that 
day will be as hungry as a dog, in 
the spirit of the verse, “The dogs… 
are never sated.” Whatever they 
are given is never enough; they 
are forever demanding more. In 
the generation before Moshiach
we will experience an insatiable 
appetite for spirituality that will be 
sated only with the revelations of 
the Messianic era.

(Sotah 9:15. Letters of the Previous 
Rebbe, Vol. VII, p. 59. Amos, 8:11. Isaiah 
46:11. Likutei Sichos Vol IX, p. 105. From 
Exile to Redemption, pp. 65-6)
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Question
What did the sages 

mean with their 
prediction that in the 
era before Moshiach, 

“The face of the 
generation will be like 

the face of a dog”? 

B"H

Moshiach:
Messiah. Literally, “anointed one.”

Geulah:
Redemption, a term referring to the 
Messianic era.
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Tishrei, 5762 (2001). On Simchat Torah, at the 
height of the hakafot dancing, Ron saw the Rebbe's 
Sefer Torah being brought out from the ark and 
carried around the synagogue for the crowd to kiss. 
Ron went straight up to the gabbai who was carrying 
the Torah, and begged permission to hold it himself 
for a few moments. The gabbai refused, as no one 
was given permission to hold the precious Torah. 
But Ron, sensing that this was a once-in-a-lifetime 
opportunity, was persistent. He grabbed on to the 
Torah, while it was still in the gabbai's hands, and 
cried from the depths of his soul: "Rebbe! I came 
here especially to receive a blessing for children. 
Rebbe, bless me!"

Ron felt a stone roll off his heart. He sensed 
that he had come to the right place, and that his 
heartfelt prayer had been accepted.

When Ron returned to Israel, he and Hila began 
another round of treatments. Rabbi Menachem 
Mendel Glukowsky, a rabbi from Rechovot, 
referred him to Dr. Lev Ran, one of the foremost 
fertility specialists in Israel.

At their first appointment, Ron told the 
doctor: "We are here because of our rabbi's 
recommendation, and you will be G-d's agent to 
bring our blessing into actuality!" The doctor's face 

became serious and he said: "I will try to the 
best of my ability."

The first treatment was set for the 11th of 
Nissan, the Rebbe's birthday. Two weeks after 
the treatment, the Fischmans returned for an 
appointment, and Hila was given the startling 
news: She was pregnant! Ron beamed like he 
had never beamed before, but Hila had a hard 
time accepting the good news.

"Look," the doctor cautioned them. "It's still 
too early to know for sure. Come back in a few 
days." But Ron, in his euphoria, told the doctor: 
"We'll come back in nine months to deliver a 
healthy child!"

At the next appointment, the Fischmans 
saw with their own eyes that the miracle was 
no illusion. There on the screen they saw a tiny 
live, beating heart. But that was not all! They 
counted one, two, three tiny fetuses alive in 
Hila's womb.

The Fischman's first step was to inform the 
Rebbe of the good news. Hila wrote a letter 
and inserted it at random into a page of Igrot 
Kodesh, the Rebbe's collected letters. On the 
page she opened, was written a blessing for a 
healthy pregnancy.

When the pregnancy was at a more advanced 
stage, Ron wrote a letter to the Rebbe, and 
from the answer, he realized that his wife was 
carrying triplet boys: Simply, he saw that the 
letter said the word Zachar (male) three times.

On the 25th of Marcheshvan, 5763 (2002), 
the Fischman triplets were born. A month later, 
on the 24th of Tevet, 5763, they were brought 
into the covenant of Jacob and given their Jewish 
names: Menachem Mendel, Levi Yitzchak, and 
Maoz Yisrael.

The Fischman's joy was shared by all their 
friends and acquaintances. "All our friends felt 
like it was their own child," says Hila. "Their 
blessings and encouragement helped us get 
down the long road."

The Fischman boys recently celebrated their 
third birthday.

Joseph's brothers called 
him "the dreamer", because 
of two dreams he had that he 
reported to his brothers. In one 
dream, Joseph saw his brothers 
gathering bundles of wheat. All 
the bundles bowed down to the 
central bundle, which was his. 
In his second dream, he saw 
the sun, moon and eleven stars 
bowing to his star. These dreams 
foreshadowed Joseph's eventual 
rule over his brothers in Egypt.

The Torah is primarily a book 
of life lessons, not history or 
fable. The Torah includes details 
of Joseph's dream because of 
the insights they contain that are 
relevant to all of our lives. 

Joseph's dreams both had 
the same theme: His brothers, 
and his parents, prostrating 
themselves to him. However, 
the first dream deals with 
material matters (bundles of 
what) while the second relates 
to the celestial realm (stars and 
moon). The fact that Joseph 
dreamed both dreams indicates 
that he straddled two worlds: An 
earth-bound, material one and 
an idealistic, spiritual one. Man 
is rooted on earth but is drawn 
towards the upper spiritual 

realms. Our challenge in life is 
to fuse the two, to make holiness 
tangible and the tangible holy.

Every physical thing has a 
spiritual component, and can be 
used for a G-dly purpose. Our 
task is to find that inner holiness 
and reveal it, thus elevating the 
physical object itself. Even the 
desire alone to draw holiness 
into the physical can accomplish 
the goal, as the Baal Shem Tov 
said: "Where one desires to be, 
there he is found."

Also noteworthy in Joseph's 
dream is that it begins with an 
action: He and his brothers were 
gathering bundles of wheat. 
This indicates that our goals can 
be accomplished only through 
purposeful activity.

What did their work consist 
of? Bundling wheat requires 
uprooting each individual stalk 
in the field and binding the 
stalks into bundles. The soul 
descends to earth, the "field" 
and becomes enclothed in a 
body. The physical world is one 
of disparity and conflict: Every 
object appears exists for itself, 
and the underlying, unifying 
energy of the universe is not 
evident. The soul's job is to 

gather disparate elements into 
"bundles" - joining soul to soul 
by surrendering the individual 
ego.

We surrender our ego by 
dedicating ourselves to a goal 
and purpose higher than us. 
This is represented by the 
bundles prostrating themselves 
to Joseph, the leader. He was the 
most righteous of the brothers, 
maintaining his high standards 
even in Egypt. He had a vision 
in mind and was able to direct 
his brothers in fulfilling their 
spiritual purpose.

Every one of us has a unique 
mission in life. However, we are 
not always fortunate to know 
exactly what it is. The tzaddik of 
our generation, the Lubavitcher 
Rebbe, has given us abundant 
guidance and direction. We were 
told exactly what the task of our 
generation is: To bring Moshiach 
in actuality. Our work is very 
nearly finished, the redemption 
is at hand. Then we will "wake 
up" from the exile and realize 
that it was a dream.

(Based on an address of the 
Lubavitcher Rebbe, King Moshiach, 
Likutei Sichos vol. III pp. 805-810)

Active DreamsActive Dreams
BurstingBursting

ForthForth
“And it was while she was giving 

birth, and behold there were twins in her 
womb… and he called his name Peretz… 
and he called his name Zorach.”

The Sefer Bahir states that Zorach is 
likened to the sun, and Peretz is likened 
to the moon. The sun is a symbol of 
the divine service of tzaddikim, whose 
worship of G-d is stable, without peaks 
and troughs, just as the sun shines 
steadily. The moon, on the other hand, 
is a symbol of the divine service of 
Baalei Teshuva. Just as the moon waxes 
and wanes, the Baalei Teshuva are 
not always on the same level in their 
divine service, but experience constant 
challenges to overcome. They ascend 
from the lowest spiritual state to the 
most exalted level.

This explains why King Moshiach 
will descend from Peretz, the forbearer 
of King David. One of the unique 
qualities of Moshiach is that he will 
induce even the tzaddikim to do teshuva.
The name Peretz itself means “to burst 
forth.” Moshiach will give everyone the 
power to burst forth from their personal 
boundaries and overcome the exile. He 
will do this by revealing the essence of 
the soul, which is above all physical and 
spiritual limitations.

Triple BlessingTriple Blessing
Three years had passed since the wedding of 

Ron and Hila Fischman of Elad, Israel. Despite 
their strong longing to begin a family, their wish 
remained unfulfilled. They underwent fertility 
treatments at the most well-recommended 
clinics, tried numerous alternative methods, 
even sought blessings from various rabbis - but 
to no avail.

Ron and Hila did not become discouraged, 
and remained confident that they would be 
parents one day. However, they went through 
difficult times trudging from one futile treatment 
to another.

Ron asked his friends to bless him on any 
and all occasions. He strongly believed that 
the blessing of any individual carried weight, 
and maybe one of those blessings would finally 
materialize and grant Ron and Hila their most 
fervent desire. Hila joined a group of women 
traveling to the Lubavitcher Rebbe's synagogue 
in Brooklyn, New York. She had a feeling that 
in this special, holy place, her prayers would be 
accepted.

Two more years passed since then, and 
desperation began to set in. Five years of 
treatments, prayers, blessings - and still no 
children. The Fischmans felt that they could 
bear it no longer. Ron decided to make another 
trip to New York, to pray once again in the 
Rebbe's synagogue.

Ron arrived at 770 Eastern Parkway for 
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